Speech for Hon. Giriraj Mani Pokharel, Minister for Education, Science and Technology at Making evaluation work for SDG 4 Target 5: Gender parity, equality and inclusion in education

16 July 2019, New York-UNESCO
Honorable ministers and distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. First of all, on behalf of the Government of Nepal and my own, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to UNESCO for inviting us to participate in the valuable forum and panel discussion on evaluation of the progress made against the SDG-4 target 5. 
2. I also highly appreciate the efforts made by UNESCO, UNICEF, NORAD, World Bank and the entire evaluation team to consolidate evaluation data and information relevant to SDG-4 target 5, on gender parity, equality and inclusion. This initiation ‘Making evaluation work for SDG-4 target 5' provided a synthesis of recommendations, good practices and lessons learned which will help us to accelerate 
our progress towards SDG 4.5 and, consequently, Education 2030.

3. I believe gender parity, equality and inclusion are at the core of education. As such, this event is both timely and relevant, in terms of assessing the scenario of SDG-4 target 5. Accurate and reliable data and information presented in this evaluation are helpful to address the challenges facing in ensuring right to quality education of the disadvantaged and marginalized children. I am confident that the findings of this evaluation will be instrumental for guiding our strategies in the days to come. 
4. In this context, let me share the perspective of Nepal. Nepal is a diverse country. There are 123 languages, 125 ethnicities, 10 different religions and extreme geographical diversity with flat planes, rolling hills and high mountains. Thus the diversity in terms of natural, social and cultural settings defines the country's character. 
5. On political front, Nepal promulgated a new Constitution in 2015 with the strong provision of rights-based approach in education. The Constitution ensures free and compulsory basic education and free secondary education for all. The Free and Compulsory Education Act in 2018 provides a legal framework for the implementation of this mandatory provision without any discrimination. We have provisioned the inclusive and special education to cater to the needs of disadvantaged groups.
6. I am pleased to mention that Nepal has commitment to gender parity, equity, equality and inclusion in education with legal and programmatic interventions. The Consolidated Equity Strategy has been developed and is in practice with the aim to reduce the current disparities in access, participation and learning outcomes for children in basic and secondary education in Nepal.
7. I further emphasize that our education system must be equitable and inclusive of every child, no matter what their mother tongue is, which ethnic group they belong to, whether they live in any ecological or geographical region. We are committed to addressing these issues, while also taking into account the challenges regarding out-of-school youth, children with disabilities, and second language learners.
8. Nepal has achieved gender parity in basic education. The gender gap in secondary education is narrowing. However, there is still a significant gap in tertiary and higher education. Particularly there are challenges in repetition rates and poor completion rates with certain groups of children. The gender parity index (GPI) for the net enrolment rate (NER) remains at 1.0 at basic level and 0.99 at secondary level.
Ladies and gentleman, 

9. I agree with the observation made in the evaluation report. Despite gains in equity and inclusiveness in the education system in Nepal, challenges remain, particularly with respect to equitable access and learning opportunities, as well as transition to secondary and higher levels for the poor, those living in rural and remote areas, certain ethnic groups, and people with disabilities. Additionally, gender inequalities remain an issue as well, as reflected in the considerable differences in numbers of out-of-school boys and girls.

10. However, I am confident that Nepal will be able to resolve these challenges and meet target 5 of SDG-4. 
11. Nepal is restructured from unitary into a federal governance system which is a transformation of historic proportion. Federal, Provincial and local governments share the responsibility to ensure quality education for all within their jurisdiction. Institutionalising systems and mechanisms for shouldering the shared responsibility is now the priority of the Government.
12. Finally, I appreciate the initiative of the evaluation team for presenting the case of my country. I am confident that the information and data of program evaluation will inform us where we stand, why we stand there, and how we can accelerate our progress towards the SDG 4.5. The evaluation also shows our strengths in program implementation and areas of weaknesses where we need improvement. I reiterate my gratitude to all agencies involved in this initiative.  
13. I express the commitment of the Government of Nepal to addressing the issues identified in the evaluation and accelerating the progress to achieve SDG 4 targets by 2030. I also reaffirm the Government's commitment to expediting timely initiatives in line with global commitments.  I also take this opportunity to highlight the need for fulfilling all the international commitments for more progress on this Goal as well as all other interconnected and indivisible SDGs. 
14. I thank you.
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